
20 Companies & Markets

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Emirates Business 24|7 · Tuesday, May 25, 2010

Lack of NFC (near field com-
munications) enabled mo-
bile phones, pay readers and
SIM cards are delaying the
commercial launch of NFC
mobile payments in the UAE,
according to operators. 

Du was the first one to an-
nounce its joint NFC pay-
ments pilot project along
with Dubai First last year.
The pilot project was con-
ducted in Dubai involving
250 customers selected from
holders of the new, contact-
less Dubai First/Dubai Prop-
erties Group co-branded
Platinum MasterCard. The
card is currently available to
residents of Dubai’s Jumeirah
Beach Residence. The com-
mercial launch was sched-
uled this year. 

Meanwhile, etisalat an-
nounced its NFC mobile pay-
ment trial during Gitex last
year along with Emirates
NBD, Gemalto and Visa. The
partnership allowed Emi-
rates NBD visa cardholders
to purchase goods and serv-
ices by using their etisalat
contactless mobile phones. 

NFC payments are made
by simply waving the NFC-
enabled phone in front of the
payment terminal eliminat-
ing the need for the tradition-
al swiping of payment cards.
The mobile NFC contactless
technology operates within a
4cm range and customers
will have a passcode to make
transactions more secure. 

Telecom operators are
now facing a major challenge

with the shortage of NFC-
enabled mobile phones in
the market. Manufacturers
like Samsung and Nokia are
working to launch additional
handsets. 

Rashed Majed Al Abbar,
Director, etisalat Mobile
Commerce, said: “Telecom
operators globally and re-
gionally are waiting for mo-
bile phone manufacturers to
launch commercial handsets.
There are only test models in
the market. These compa-
nies were supposed to
launch by the end of third
quarter last year. However,
they have cancelled their

plans in the roadmap for this
year. There are no specific
plans on the NFC or any re-
placement.”

Mitchel Roda, Senior Man-
ager, Marketing (Payments)
Commercial, Du, said:
“Handset manufacturers are
aware of the problem but
they don’t seem to be anx-
ious to launch NFC phones.
There are all mixed message
from them as few of them
have delayed the
launch.”Globally there are
180 pilot NFC mobile pay-
ment projects, of which only
two have gone commercial
in China and Malaysia. 

A potential super disc
material discovered 

A Japanese research team
has found a material that
could be used to make a
low-price super disc with
data storage capacity thou-
sands of times greater than
a DVD, according to a 
lead scientist. 

The material transforms
from a black-colour metal
state that conducts electric-
ity into a brown semicon-
ductor when hit by light, ac-
cording to Shin-ichi
Ohkoshi, chemistry profes-
sor at the University of
Tokyo. The material, a new
crystal form of titanium
oxide, can switch back and
forth between the metal
and semiconductor states at
room temperature when
exposed to light, creating an
effective on-off function for
data storage. “It is promis-

ing as a material for a next-
generation optical storage
device,” Ohkoshi said. 

A material that changes
colour with light can be
used in storage devices as
colours reflect light differ-
ently to contain different in-
formation. His team has
succeeded in creating the

material in particles meas-
uring five-to-20 nanome-
tres (a five-billionth to 20-
billionth of a metre) in di-
ameter. If the smallest parti-
cle is used, the new disc
could hold more than 1,000
times as much information
as a Blu-ray disc, provided
that matching data-writing
and reading equipment are
developed, he said.

A single-layer Blu-ray disc
can hold five times as much
data as a conventional DVD.

Titanium oxide’s market
price is about one-hun-
dredth of the rare element –
germanium-antimony-tel-
lurium – that is currently
used in rewritable Blu-ray
discs and DVDs, Ohkoshi
said. “You don’t have to
worry about procuring rare
metals. Titanium oxide is
cheap and safe, already
being used in many prod-
ucts.” (AFP)

TOKYO 

Millicom plans to counter
Bharti’s Africa entry

Millicom International Cellu-
lar SA, a company with mo-
bile phone customers in coun-
tries from Guatemala to Tan-
zania, plans to counter Bhar-
ti Airtel’s Africa entry with
services such as money trans-
fers, banking and insurance.

“I don’t think Bharti is
proven outside of India, so
let’s see what they bring,”
Chief Executive Officer
Mikael Grahne said in an in-
terview in Stockholm. “We
just need to accelerate and
come out with new things.”
Millicom was interested in
some of Zain’s Africa assets
that Bharti agreed to acquire
for $10.7 billion (Dh39.3bn)
in March, he said.

As Bharti, France Telecom
SA, Vodafone Group and
America Movil SAB de CV,
controlled by Mexican billion-
aire Carlos Slim, expand on

Millicom’s turf, Grahne is
pushing third-generation
services for wireless internet.
He’s also broadening the com-
pany’s portfolio that includes
SMS-based information serv-
ices and microloans for top-
ping up prepaid balances.

Grahne has standardised
Millicom’s brand and busi-
ness, selling units that could-
n’t be among the top two op-
erators in their countries. Mil-
licom, whose mobile-service
brand name is TiG, was estab-
lished 20 years ago by Swe-
den’s Kinnevik Investment

AB as a holding company for
cellular assets.

The company may bid for a
licence in Costa Rica, and
would consider other green-
field operations or mergers if
they were capable of becom-
ing first or second in their
markets and producing at
least $100m in annual rev-
enue, he said.

“Sooner or later markets
come to a certain level of ma-
turity and to get growth from
then on you need new prod-
ucts and services, so we are
very heavily focused on antic-
ipating that,” he said. The
company will pursue cus-
tomers who can pay more for
extras and better network
quality, rather than compet-
ing strictly on price of basic
services, he said.

Millicom has made its strat-
egy work so far. Q1 net in-
come increased 11 per cent to
$155m as sales rose 16 per cent
to $905m.  (Bloomberg) 

HELSINKI 

If the smallest
particle is used,
the new disc
could hold more
than 1,000 times
as much
information as a
Blu-ray disc
Shin-ichi Ohkoshi,
Professor

‘‘ $10.7
Billion was the
amount Bharti
agreed to offer to 
acquire some of Zain’s
Africa assets in March
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Payments are made by 
simply waving the 
NFC-enabled phone in front 
of the payment terminal

The mobile NFC 
contactless 
technology operates 
within a  4cm range

Customers have a 
passcode to make 
transactions secure

The terminal 
makes contact with 
the bank server just 
like in a credit card 
transaction
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How is the NFC payment made?

Source: EB 24|7Graphic: Liz Ramos

DUBAI Nancy Sudheer Lack of NFC phones,
SIM cards delay
mobile payments 

Companies were
to launch by 
Q3-end last
year… They have
cancelled plans
in the roadmap
for this year
Rashed Majed Al Abbar, 
etisalat 

‘‘ Handset
manufacturers
don’t seem to be
anxious to
launch NFC
phones
Mitchel Roda, 
Du

‘‘
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